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1 1788. IN 1 
MK A full and circumſtantial Narrative <S Wig 
of the Life and Trial of ; 


vnn Wilſon, 

Who ſuffered Death Yeſterday upon 
Lixcortn Gallows, for the bloody 
and cruel Murder of WII LIAN 


Magson of Drzring Fax, in the 
faid County, Farmer. * 


Together with a true Account of his 
Behaviour at the Place of Execu - 
lion, and alſo the Whole of the 

very remarkable Speech delivered 

by Him at the fatal Tree. 


N 
Lincoln: Printed and Sold at Drury's 
Office, opporite the Bank, —Prios 
only . | 
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<< Whoz ſbeddeth Man's Blood, by 
* Mas Hall his Blood be ſhed.” 
THIS unfortunate Man was fifty- 
four Years old, and born at 
Morton near Kirkby Lensdale, West- 
moreland. He was brought up a 
Roman Catholic, and ſerved his Ap- 


. | prenticeſhip to a Blackſmith. He has 


reſided at Market Deeping in this 
County for ſome Years, and has a 
Wife now living, and three Brothers, 
of fair Character. 
On the 13th of laſt November he 
was committed to our County Gaol, 
* by Elizabeth Masen of Dee p- 
ing "Few, * killing and wilfaly 
murdering N iliam Mason, her late 
OS Wo Huſband, 


4 Life and Trial of 
Huſband, on Menday the 224 of 
October laſt paſt. = c | . 
by the Evidence depeſed in Court 
it appeared, that V ili and the de- 
ccaſed, ſome Months ago, had a 
violent Quarrel about a Fence; that 
Milion then, and ſeveral Times fince, 
threatened Revenge againſt Mason, 
his Wife, and even his Children : 
That on the 22d of October laſt, 
Wilson and the deceaſed were both 
at James Deeping; ibat the former 
played at Cricket there until almoſt 
fnve o Clock in the Evening, with his 
Coat off, but that no Blood was then 
ſeen on his Shirt. About three Quar- 
ters after fix, the ſame Evening, the 
Priſoner (in his Way home) paſſed by 
2 lone Houſe upon the Road, and 
ſpoke to a little Girl who well knew 
him. (The Child was only eight or 
q nine Years old, but gave her Evi- 
dence very plain and ſenſible.) When 
he was at Janes Dee ping, he hy 
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Stick in his Hand, but when he ſpoke 
to the Girl, he had a large one with 
a great Knob. The deceaſed lived 
about two Miles from Janet Deep- 
ing. and the fame little Girl ſaw him 
paſs by aboyt a Quarter of an Hovr 
after the Priſoner. A very ſhort 
Time after this, ſomewhat more than 
a Mile from the ſaid Houſe, the Body 
of poor Mason was found by a Poſti- 
lion, returning with a Chaiſe to 
Spalding. He depoſed, that the Body 
lay acroſs three Ruts ; that the Horſes - 
firſt ſaw it, and would not paſs by, 
which cauſed him to alight: He then 
found it was a Man juſt dead, the 
Body being yet warm, the Head and 
Face. cut and bruiſed very much, agd 
covered with blood. The unfortu- 
nate Man's Ereeches Pockets were 
turned laſide out, and his Horſe and 
Dog flood by the Body. 
Another Witneſs proved, that the 
Suck before mentioned, he iy 
= - 
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the Priſoner have in bis Poſſeſſion 2 
Mort Time before; and which ſaid 
Club Stick was found lying by the 
Side of the deceaſed by the Poſtilion. 


This faid Witneſs, declared he was 
p< fitive - 


the Stick for he 


had offered to purchaſe it of the 


Priſoner about three Weeks before. - 


The Intle Girl before mentioned 
ſwore alſo to the Stick, and ſaid ſhe 
was ſure it was the ſame he had in 
his Hand when ſhe ſaw him ride by 
her father's Door the ſame Evening 
the Murder was perpetrated. She 
further declared, that ſhe ſpoke to 
| him, and ſaid, Mr. he? ro 
« mea Penny;” he rep ee For 
« what?” and ſhe told 
Soon as the — arrived at 
Deeping, be alarmed the Town, and 
amongſt other People who went to 
ſee the Body, was the Priſoner ; who, 
it is very remarkable, made the Ob- 
{creation of the gick: He teck it in 
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JFOHN WILSON. 7 
his Hand, and ſaid, © Whoever this 
« Stick belongs to, did the Murder.“ 
He likewiſe went about making ftri& 
Enquiry to find out to whom the Stick 
belonged; and it was proved, beyond 
a Doubt, it belonged to him! 

The Surgeon, who examined the 
dead Body, fwore that the Woundof 
which Mr. Masen died, was from a 
violent Blow juſt. under one of his 

Ears; but. ſeveral other Marks of 
Violence were vifible: on the Head, 
ths. Skull. being; fractured in three 
A Woman who waſhed for Mili, 
fwore, that ſhe had his Shirt to waſh 
on the Hednesday, (two Days aficr) 
and that ſhe. obſerved blood on one 
* fre. 

The foregoing is the Subſtance of 
the. Evidence given againſt the Pri- 
ſoner: Several were called to ſpeak 
in his Favour, and one of them de- 
poſed, chat he met ¶ ilias about one 
or 
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or two o Clock the ſame Day, who 
told him he had been Hunting with 
Dr. Willis's Hounds, and that his Noſe 
had been bleeding, | 
The Trial laſted nine Hours and a | 
Half, during which Time the Priſenet 
appeared totally unaffected: He fre- 
uenily laughed, ard eat ſeveral 
| oa He made not any Defence, 
bin ſaid he was innocent, and all the 
Evideace falfe; the Jury, however, 
pronounced him GUILTY, w the. 
Satisfaction of every Perſon whoheard 
the Trial. 0 . = _ 
The Hononrable Mr. Baron 
' -T hompsen, before he prot 2d the 
awful Sentence of Death, addreſſed 
the Criminal in ſuch moving Terms, 
as to bring Tears from the Eyes of 
moſt People in the Court; yer the 
Prifoncr remained as before, arid ap- 
5 peared wih leſs concern in his Coun- 
1 te nance than the — — 
awors, The humane Judge 
| 10 


FOHN WILSON. 9 
to him, that he had had a fair, 1 
table, and impartial Trial, and that he 
had been found guilty, on the cleareſt 
Evidence, of a Crime of the greateſt 
Magnitude, that of wilful Murder, 
by cruelly taking away the Life of 
his fellow Creature.—(Here the Pri- 
ſoner interrupted the Judge; declar- 
ing his Innocence. * My Lord, 1 am 
innocent as a Child ; Evidence 
have ſwore falſely : I call upon God 
Almighty to witneſs the Truth of 
what I ſay.” }—His Lordſhip then 
proceeded, carneſtly beſeeching him 
not to aggravate-the Enormity of the 
Decd by a poſitive Denial thereof: 
* Recollet, unhappy Man, how 
ſoon you muſt bid adieu to this 
World, and, in the Preſence of your 
Maker, be called to ſtrict Account ; 
add not, therefore, Falſehood to your 
other Crimes, but forbear any fur- 
ther ap to Heaven for your 
Juſtification ed a "my Part, have 
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not the leaft Doubt of your Guilt 
and your Offence is of ſo dreadful a 
Nature, as to ſtrike the Mind win 
horror. Ycu have inhumanly ſhed 
the Blood of your Neighbour through 
a Spirit of Revenge, bereaving tnere- 
by a poor Woman of her Huſband, 
her only Support and Comfort, and 
depriving her helpleſs Children of a 
tender Father, expoſing them, unpro- 
reed, to all the Calamities to which 
Mankind are liable in this World. 
Seriouſly take theſe Thoughts into 
Conſideration, and, with unfeigned 
Peniteuce, call upon a merciful 
Saviour for Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
at the Throne of Grace. All that 
now remaing for me to do is to pro- 
nounce the dreadful Sentence of the 
Law, which is, That you be taken 
from hence to the Place from whence 
you came; and from thence, on 
Friday next, to the Place of Exccu- 
tion, there io be banged by the — 
un 
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until you are dead; that your Body. 
a ſterward be given to the Surgeons 
to be diſſected and anatomized, and 
the Lord have Mercy on your 
Soul. * i 

The Priſoner was then taken out 
of Court, repeating the Words In- 
nocent, Innocent. Good People I 


declare myſelf Innocent before you 


all. I am Innocent of the Murder 
as a Child... 

From the Time of his Condem- 
nation to that of his Execution, his 
Behaviour, as before, was manly, 
decent, and firm, undiſmayed at 
the near Approach of Death, which 
he ſaid he regarded not; and, on the 
Morning of his Execution, he made 


and ſigned the following Vindication, 


deſiring it might be made public. 


Lincoln Caſtie, March 14, 1188. 

JOHN WILSON, condemn- 

ed to ſuffer Death this Day, 

hereby _ myſelf Innocent = 
2 
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the Crime for which I am to die. 
The Evidence given in Court againſt 
me, rning the Stick, was all 
Faiſe: I never had that Stick in my 
Life, nor ever ſaw it until the Man 
was dead. Witham Sharman ſwore 


. * 
irren 


he ſaw me have that ſame Stick in c 
my Hand, on the 14th of October 

laſt, at half paſt fix o'Clock in the 
Evening, at Deeping St. James; but 


that is falſe, I being at Langvoft, that 

ſame Day, from five o'Clock in the 

Evening until nine. Pucks and ſome 8 

other Wuneſſes ſwore they ſaw mo 

ride by on the ſame Eyening the 

Murder was committed; that is 

=, falſe, I being at Mr. 
Dixon's at Market Deeping, which I 
oved by three Witneſſes in Court. 
declare myſelf Innocent of the 

Murder : They ſwore againſt me 

_ falſely, but 1 forgive them all. 1 

was once before accuſed of a baſe 

Action (though Innocent) and ſuf- 

fered for it at Bows in this ns A 
alter- 


rere 
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afterward the Men who committed 
the ſame, acknowledged thereto. I 
hope the Perſon who committed the 
Murder, for which I muſt in a few 
Hours die, will be ſhortly found out. 
There is nothing in this World I am 
concerned about but my dear Wife. 

This is my laſt faithful Declara- 
tion, between God and myſelf, this 
14th Day of March, 1788. 


John Wilson. 


Signed in the Preſence of a 
S. Hercock. 


During the Time hoy ors ta- 
king off his Fetters, and binding his 
Arms with Cords, his Countenance 
changed not, neither did his uſual 
Fortitude fail him. One of his 
Brothers was preſent at this terrible 
Sight, to whom he repeatedly vouch- 
ed his Innocence in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms He left a Paper with this 

| | Brother, 


—— _ 


difference of Death. After ſpending 
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Brother, enjoining him to get it 
ubliſhed; but as it is to the ſame 


Þ 


urport, and nearly in the ſame 
Words as the foregoing Declaration, 
we think it Needleſs to inſert i: 
here. | 

While under Condemnation he 
was conſtantly attended by a Roman 
Catholic Clergyman ; but whether 
he confeſſed his Guilt to him or not, 
we cannot learn. 

A few -Minutes after twelve 
o'Clock he was conducted to the 
Place of Execution: He walked all 
the Way, with a Book in his Hands, 
and ſeemed ta notice it with great 
Devotion. When he firſt got Sight 
of the Gallows, with the Rope hang» 
ing thereto, the Steps and other 
dreadful Apparatus in View, he ap- 
peared with unchanged Countenance, 
amazing the Spectators with his In- 


a ſhort Time in Prayer, he walked 


vp 


— w — 
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up the fatal Aſcent with the utmoſt 
Steadineſs and Compoſure, wonderful 
to behold. He was followed by tho 
Executioner, who put the Rope about 
his Neck, and a Cap upon his Head, 
which latter he was proceeding to 
draw over the poor Criminal's Face, 
when, to the Aſtoniſhment of the 
ſurrounding Multitude, the unhappy 
Man begged of him to turn the Cap 
up again, as he wiſhed to ſay a few 


had done. 

All was now huſhed in Silence, 
the Looken· on expecting a full Con- 
feſſion of Guilt from the Mouth of 
the unfortunate Sufferer. In this, 
however, every one prefent were 

atly diſappointed, his whole 
| a4 from firſt to laſt, being in 


Vindication of his Innocence. He 


began with obſcrving w hat a Multi- 
tude of People were there aſſembled 
| together, 


Words to the Spectators, and he 
would give him a Motion whea he - 
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t „ to behold the diſmal Spec- 
tacle of a fellow Creature's mon | 
Death. * Ir is truly ſhocking i: 3 

« I, that am in the full Poſſeſſion of 
% Health and Strength, to be, in a 
ic few Minutes, deprived of Life, by 
« a violent and ſhameful Diſſolution, 
« has, to be ſure, ſomething in it very 
« terrible z but yet, as I am Inno- 
<« cent, my Situation is certainly pfre- 
« ferable to a Man who ſhall drop 
« down dead in an Inftant, or to one 
« who, by Accident, falls off (his 
« Horſe and breaks his Neck: 
« Theſc, in a Moment, ruſh into the 
« Preſence-of the unpre- 
„ pared, with all their Sins upon 
« their Heads, But I am, thank 
« God, prepared; I am Innocent, 
God knows, and if I am not he 
„ knows. What a vaſt Number 
of People are here! and yet I fee 
« very few that I know; I know 
* very few.” (in ſpeaking theſe 


Words 
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Words he looked all round, and 
faw ſeveral who came out of his 
own 


Neighbourhood, but did not 


fay any Thing” to them.) Good 


People, go home and reflect upon 
hat I now ſay. Keep good Com- 
* pany; I always did, and never 
*{wore but one Oath in my Life, for 
**. which I prayed much, but not fo 
much as I ought. I was once 
* _—_ gs for an ane. 
but ed Innocently at that 
Time, for two Perſons who com- 
** mitted the Fact, after I was libe- 
«rated; ack their Guik ; 
and I carneftly hope that the Man 
* who comminted the Murder for 
*©-which I now unjuſtly dic, will be 
brought to Puniſhment, and meot 
* his Deſerts at this fatal Place the 
* next Afﬀizes. © "#1 . 


There is not any Thing Iam. 


** concerned about but the Situation 
* obeny dear wn ſhe- is one ft 
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« the beſt of Women, and has fo 

great a Regard ſor. me, that ſo 
<« toon as ſhe ſhall bear of my un- 
happy Fate ſhe will break her 
10 — ſhe will be dead in a ſhort 
« Time. I don't fear Death. The 
« Almighty will meet me at Heaven's 
Gate, when the Trumpet ſ 
*« and methbinks I fee * | Heavens 
* open to my View.” 
Here he concluded, and hs Exo- 
cutioner, drawing the Cap over his 
Face, deſcended, Wilſon theg ſpoke 
aloud and — * 1 am 2 Innocent 


expire in a Moment II! 
fore be, nde ſſed the 8 
tators he gave the Clecgyman a 
ter for his Wife and another Paper; 
beth of which were in Vindien ton of 


_ Yards of the Spot, a very 
Time before the 4 
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After the Body had hung about ah 
Hour, EE en taken to 


the County Half td Be diſſected. 


ZSoch Was the lamentable Exit of 


Jahn Mili Ik innbtent, happy 


for him; but, if guily, (and we 
gu fear he was) how terribly 

readful his Departure.  Twenty- 
one Witneſſes appeared againſt him 
in Court, whoſe Evidence formed 
ſuch a Chain of Circumſtances, that 


the Jury could not avoid convicting 
him. attempted to prove he was 


elſeu here at the Time the Murder 


was committed, but in this he fail- 
_ ed; and one Perſon ſwore 


nvely 


that he ſaw him within one hundred 
little 


| Body was found. 
As to the Stick, (which he repeatedly 
declated he never ſaw until he went 


to view the Body of the deceaſed) 


we cannot give him credit concerning 


it, ſo many People ſwearing they 


(owl 
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ſaw it in his Poſſeſſion that 2 
Eveni They could not a 

wat And if he had any othec 
Stick in his Hand, that bore the leaſt 
Similarity to that found near the 
dead Body, why did he not ſay fo, 
and produce it in his Vindication. 
That Circumſtance alone would have 
pleaded very powerfully in his Fa- 


Quarrel between him and | Mason, 
and that Vilion had frecuently been 
heard to vow. Revenge againſt the 
'other and threaten to be the Death 
of bim. 


Nances, his general Behaviour while 
in Priſon, his apparent Indifference 


when on Trial, and his remarkable 


Speech and even Cheerfulneſs at the 


Place of Execution, has led ſome. 


People to believe he was Innocent. — 
Cod grant that may be the Caſe. 
e 3. -o_ "7 _ 


vor; but he never attempted any 
ſuch Defence. Add to this, the- 


Notwithſtanding all theſe Circum- 


3 
ö 
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The Principles of his Religion 
may, perhaps, ſome how or other, 
Sanction his Behaviour: That baving 
acknowledged bis Guilt to God, 
and confe the ſame to a Prieſt, 
might, by him, for what we know, 
be thought a ſufficient Conceſſion. 
But this is certainly a very wrong 


Way of thinking. It is the Duty 


*« of a Penitent to. repair, as far 
as he has the Power, the Injury 
„he has done. What we can 
* do is commonly nothing more 
te than to leave the World an Ex- 
* ample of Contrition. On the 
* dreadful Day, when the Sentence 
© of the Law has its full Force, ſome 
* will be found to have affected a 
* ſhameleſs ' Bravery, or negliſfent 
* Intrepidity. Such is not the proper 
© Behaviour of a convicted Criminal. 
*.To rejoice in Tortures, is the Privi- 
lege of a Martyr; to meet Death 


| © with Latrepidity, is the Right only 


(t of 
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Caſe of Jen Wilton.) © By what 
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« of Innocence, if in any human 
* Being, Innocence can he found. Of 
bim whoſe Life is ſhortened by his 
Crimes, the laſt Duties are Humi- 


« lity and Self- abaſement We owe 


o God fincere Repentance ; we 
= — to Man the Appearance of 
ntance. Men have died with 
edfaſt Denial of Crimes, of 
= « which it is very difficult to ſuppoſe 
© them Innocent.” (It is ſo in the 


« Equivocation or Reſerve they may 
have reconciled their Conſcien 
to Falſchodd, it gu mere df. « 
* know : But if they thought. that 
« when they were to die, paid} « 
40 «or legal Forfeit, and that the 
orld had no farther Demanc 
upon them; that therefore the 
* might, by keeping heit on Setrets| u 
72 leave behind them a di 
mable Reputation; and that th 
« Falfchood was — becau 


© no 


| 
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© nane were injured ; they had very 
* little conſidered the Nature of 
« Society. One ofthe principal Parts 
9 of National Felicity ariſes from a 
x 4. and N 1 
of Juſtice. Every Man repoſes 
upon the Tribunals of his C 
* the Stability of Foſſeſſion, and the 
* Serenity of Life. He, therefore, 
% who-unjullly, expoſcs the Courts of 
*< Fudicature to ſuſpicion, either of 
6 OO _ I coy, _ 
© an Injury to bo di ct 
2 Lats, is diminiſhes the public 
Confidence in the Lawsthemſelves, 
and ſhakes the Foundation of public 
* Tranquillity.” . 

There is, and perhaps ever will 
remain, a Myftery in the Cafe of 
this Convict. —If he was guilty, he 
was one of the vileſt Hypocrites.— 
If innocent, and that Ianocency, in 
the Courſe of Time, is made to ap- 
pear, it will prove a Leſſon of Cau- 


- 
ton _ 
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tion to Juries in ſuture, and warn 
them to be careful how 
Man upon circumflantial Evidence. 
But let all our Readers learn, that 
the Day will come when a proper 
Diſcrimination will be made between 
Guilt and Innocence: That there 


is a Tribunal before which we muſt 


all appear, to give an Account of 
*« the Deeds done in the Fleſh,” and 
to receive ſuch Retribution as befics 
the Juſtice and Mercy of the great 
Governor of the Univerſe. 


| 


they convict a 


| 
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